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DESCRIPTION (AC = Arts Acclaim Award)

SEE 
OTHER 

TAB
1 Lee Aaron X X Internationally recognized rock & jazz  singer/musician.

2 Gayle Ackroyd X X X X Singer-Songwriter with 3 CD's of original music available on itunes.  Acting with Rob 
Low & Lou Diamond Phillips in "To Die For".  Stand in for Nicolle Kidman and 
Margot Kidder.  Performed with many local famous people including Amanda 
Marshall, Jimmy Rankin, Robbie Lane, Jack DeKeyser, the late Jeff Healey and many 
others.  Sang on various TV shows: Dini Petty,Veronica Tennant CBC Special, City 
TV, Glabal TV. Has won TAC Songwriting Award.  

3 Nick Ali X Internationally recognized  jazz  musician-trumpeter.  Voted Toronto's best jazz 
musician in 2005.

4 Tessa Alves X X X Has toured across North America winning numerous awards.   Tessa is a singer, 
dancer, actress who has been cast in Major Theatrical roles with Stratford Festival 
(3 consecutive years) as well as Mirvish.  Theatre credits  are: Camelot, Evita, 
Oklahoma,  Sweet Charity, Beauty and the Beast,  My One and Only, Cabaret, 
Trojan Women, Consuela in West Side Story, A Funny Thing Happened On The Way 
To Forum, The Rock of Ages (understudies both lead roles) and plays the character 
role of "Angel"

5 Clyde Alves X X X X X AC. Clyde began his professional career featuring in the  production of "Beauty and 
                 6 Toni Anderson X X X AC. Role in Mervish & London's "Lion King".

7 Karen Andrew X X X AC. Along with numerous other professional theatrical accomplishments, she was 
an original cast member of the Tony winning Broadway musical 'RAGTIME'. While 
on Broadway, she performed in concert with Chita Riviera, Julie Andrews, Liza 
Minnielli, Glenn Close, and Rosie O'Donnell.  Other theatre accomplishments 
include working with the late Gwen Verdon in the Tony Award-winning Musical 
'FOSSE',  playing 'Anita' in the Stratford Festival's production of 'WEST SIDE STORY' 
which brought her recognition for her 'triple threat' abilities. Along with numerous 
other theatre accomplishments, a production of 'SOPHISTICATED LADIES' garnered 
her the respect of critics, with a "spectacular' reference from the GLOBE AND MAIL.  
Since back in the GTA she has appeared in several Film & TV roles.
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DESCRIPTION (AC = Arts Acclaim Award)

SEE 
OTHER 

TAB

8 Trey Anthony X AC. Wrote, directed and starred in "daKink in My Hair".  The play was invited to 
New York Fringe Festival and chosen by NBC television as one of the top 5 plays 
out of 195 shows.  (SEE ALSO PERFORMING AND LITERARY)

X

9 Darren Anthony X Up and coming playwright & actor.  Recent sold-out success, "Secrets of a Black 
Boy". (SEE ALSO LITERARY)

X

10 Ashley Archer X AC. Performed in Disney's "Sounder"( 2003), and Spike Lee produced "Good 
Fences" at the Sundance Film Festival.

11 Aaron Ashmore X AC. Performing regularly in television and film roles. Most recent known work 
includes Jimmy Olsen on "Smallville".

12 Shawn Ashmore X AC.  Performing in major film roles.  Most well known for portraying Iceman in the 
X-Men franchise. Most recent work is the mini-series "Bloodletting & Miraculous 
Cures".

13 Nigel Barnes X AC.

14 Andrew Bednarski X Gemini recipient & Nominated for LA's Best Young Actor Award. Best known as 
"Stevie Katts of "Katts & Dogs" fame.

15 Robert Bednarski X Performing in major TV series, worked heavily in mid-nineties.

16 Steven Bednarski X Performing in major TV series, primarily voice acting.

17 Leanne Brassard X AC. selected to join the Walt Disney Corporation's dance company.  She was cast to 
perform in Tokyo Park.

18 Krista Bridges x Gemini Nominee. She has performed several in television series and movies 
including Who is Clark Rockefeller?, Durham County, Flashpoint, Murdoch 
Mysteries, Naked Josh, Mutant X, Lake, Aurora Borealis, Left Behind, Robocop, The 
Shower and many more.

19 Michael Cera X AC. Performing in major film & TV roles.  Nominated for various awards including 
SAG, MTV, Teen Awards. Best known for work in movies, "Juno", "Superbad", & the 
television show "Arrested Development".



BRAMPTON ARTS COUNCIL PERFORMING SUCCESS STORIES

LAST UPDATED 06/05/2010 PAGE 3 OF 8

First Name Last Name A
ct

or

Si
ng

er

D
an

ce
r

M
us

ic
ia

n
So

ng
w

ri
te

r/
Co

m
po

se
r

Sp
ok

en
 W

or
d

Co
m

ed
ia

n

DESCRIPTION (AC = Arts Acclaim Award)

SEE 
OTHER 

TAB

20 Keshia Chante X X X Released 2 successful albums. Received several awards incl. Juno, Canadian Radio 
Awards, Urban Music Awards.

21 Lara Jean Chorostecki X AC. Performing in television, stage. Most notably at Stratford.

22 Jason Collett X X X Several album releases. Member of band Broken Social Scene

23 Darren Copeland X Sound scapes, tracks for theatre, film, radio & TV. (SEE ALSO MEDIA & 
PRODUCTION)

x

24 Paulo Costanzo X AC. Performing in film & major TV series. Best known for roles in "Round Trip" and 
"Joey".

25 Alvin Crawford X X X His many Broadway Theatre Credits include:  Mufasa(Currently), Candide, Miss 
Saigon, The Buddy Holly Story. National theatre tours: Martin Guerre, Music of the 
Night, Famous Orpheus. Tapestry New Opera Works' "Sanctuary Song" (Best New 
Opera/Musical at the 2009 Dora Mavor Moore Awards).  Film/TV: It Runs in the 
Family, “Clarence,” “Degrassi.” Much love to Audrey and Ramone.  

26 Tracy Dawson X X X X Alumnus of The Second City Toronto. Appearing in many TV & film roles.  Garnered 
a Dora nomination for Best New Play or Musical for Second City show Nude Beach 
Wear: 100% Off.   Also nominated for the prestigious Tim Sims Award. Other film 
and TV. credits include: "Call Me Fitz", Do I Come on Too Strong?, Recipe for a 
Perfect Christmas, "Zoe Busiek: Wild Card", "G-Spot", Honey,  "The Gavin Crawford 
Show",  America's Prince: The John F. Kennedy Jr. Story, Fancy Dancing,  "Red 
Green's Duct Tape Forever", Busy Man, "The Endless Grind", On the Line, Goth Girl, 
Loser, "Twice in a Lifetime", Amateur Night, "Goosebumps",  "SketchCom",  "Go 
Girl!", Talk to Me, The 2nd Annual Canadian Comedy Awards, Cream of Comedy 
Awards.

27 Nancy Erb Kee X AC. Appeared on TV series such as "Blue Murder" and "Sue Thomas FBI" also 
author of "The Unusual Life and Times of Nancy Ford - Inman"  (SEE ALSO AUTHOR)

X
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DESCRIPTION (AC = Arts Acclaim Award)

SEE 
OTHER 
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28 Glyn Evans X [Deceased] Tenor soloist in Mendelssohn Choir, with shows in Canada, United 
States. 

29 Mark Gagnon X X DJ Starting From Scratch is one of Canada’s most well-known spinners of 
music and creators of vibe. He is a star DJ at Toronto’s Flow 93.5 FM, billed 
as Canada’s only urban music station, catering to the hip hop and
R&B crowd. Gagnon has been spinning tunes for Flow since the station’s 
inception on March 1, 2001, helping it carve out a niche and a personality 
in the city’s  Intensely competitive media landscape.
He’s been named DJ of the Year four years running by the Urban Music 
Association of Canada but. He has provided backup to rising teen recording 
sensation Keshia Chante.  toured with Usher and presently tours with 
Russell Peters. (SEE ALSO MEDIA)

X

30 Othalie Graham X Opera-dramatic soprano.  Renown and celebrated in the opera community.  
Recipient of several national and international awards like the Jean Chalmers prize 
in the Canadian Music Competition & first place in the Jeunes Ambassadeurs 
Lyriques Competition  

31 Sabrina Grdevich X Award winning actress whose performed, Stratford Festival, major motion pictures 
& TV, whose won a Gemini and Dona

32 Candice Haamblett-
Holdford

X AC. Dance Masters of America Award Winner - Miss Dance America

33 Agatha Hansen X AC. National Champions in standard ballroom & Latin genres.   World youth 
standard competition in Moscow.

34 Darryl Hinds X AC. Starring in TV roles. Best known for his role on CBC hit "Little Mosque on the 
Prairie".

35 Rafael Holody X AC. National Champions in Standard Ballroom & Latin Genres.   World Youth 
Standard Competition in Moscow.



BRAMPTON ARTS COUNCIL PERFORMING SUCCESS STORIES

LAST UPDATED 06/05/2010 PAGE 5 OF 8

First Name Last Name A
ct

or

Si
ng

er

D
an

ce
r

M
us

ic
ia

n
So

ng
w

ri
te

r/
Co

m
po

se
r

Sp
ok

en
 W

or
d

Co
m

ed
ia

n

DESCRIPTION (AC = Arts Acclaim Award)

SEE 
OTHER 

TAB

36 Jade Jager Clark X AC. Represented Canada at World Hip Hop Champions in Germany (2006). 
Qualified by winning at the Canadian National Dance Competition for her hip hop 
solo 17 and over.

37 Tyler Labine X Featured in roles in television series and movies of the week, including lead role in 
Breaker High. From there he went on to work in some major feature films, 

38 Kyle Labine X Starring in major TV & film roles. He is the first actor to appear in "Freddy", 
"Michael" & "Jason" films.

39 Scott Lale X X AC. Chosen as 1 of 4 Canadian actors to receive an International Fellowship Award 
allowing him to study Shakespearean acting at England's Globe Theatre (SEE ALSO 
PRODUCTION)

X

40 Morgan Lander X X Best known as member of alternative metal group Kittie

41 Kris Lemche X AC. Regularly featured in television like "Joan of Arcadia" and known for roles in 
"Ginger Snaps" & Ghost "Whisperer" and the upcoming movie "Green Guys".

42 Roy Lewis X Performing in major film &  TV series in Canada and US as well as a staple at 
Stratford Festival for many years. 

43 Gwenlynn Little X X [Deceased] Member of the Canadian Opera Company, and later the Boris 
Goldovsky Opera Company, touring North America. 

44 Nicole Lyn X Performing in film & major TV series in Canada & US. Most recent appearances 
include "The L Word" & "Half & Half".

45 Chris Mayo X AC. Chosen to join the cast of Disney's "The Music Man".  The film is set to air on 
TV during the sweeps in May 2003.

46 Glenn McFarlane x x x 2009 Arts Person of the Year Winner.  Founder of the Brampton Folk Club, he has 
spent numerous volunteer hours overseeing and organizing events.  He is also an 
accomplished musician himself, performing regularly all over Ontario.  He plays the 
acoustic and electric guitar, mandolin, bouzouki, harmonica, accordion, percussion 
and vocals.  He  has released several cd's with his current partner in Brown Ale, Les 
Smith.
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DESCRIPTION (AC = Arts Acclaim Award)

SEE 
OTHER 

TAB

47 Todd McGinnis x Performs in Theatre. As a playwright, Todd is the prolific and award-winning author 
of more than 20 full length and one-act plays that have been written and staged 
since 1996. (SEE ALSO PRODUCTION, AUTHOR)

X

48 Dan McVeigh X X X AC. Released debut CD "Love & Bridges".  McVeigh who co-chairs the local chapter 
of the Nashville Songwriters Association has been writing songs since 18 and a 4th 
place in the Canadian Country Music Hall of Fame.  McVeigh owns & operates Play 
It Again Dan Music, a digital recording studio and music publishing company in 
Brampton.

49 Megan Moniz X AC. Chosen to join the cast of Disney's "The Music Man".  The film is set to air on 
TV during the sweeps in May 2003.

50 Tanya Mullings X AC. Winner of multiple Canadian Music Awards in Reggae

51 Breena O'Brian X Performing in several movie & TV series in Canada and US.

52 Sarah Pacheco X AC.

53 Russell Peters X X AC. Internationally acclaimed comedian and actor.

54 David Phillips X AC. Performing in several theatre and film roles.  Spent three years at The Stratford 
Festival Company where he was awarded the Tyrone Guthrie Award. Currently 
working on film "Boy Toy".  Previous film credits include Shark City, then Ecstasy, 
Green Guys, and One Night.  Theatre credits include: Estragon in Waiting For 
Godot, Hamlet in Rosencrantz and Guildenstern are Dead, Sebastian in Twelfth 
Night, Daniel in The Complete Works of William Shakespeare Abridged. He was the 
lead in the independent film "Winter", the successful short "The Black Shell", and 
then was the vfx acting partner for Eric Bana and Rachel McAdams in "The Time 
Traveler's Wife". 

55 William (Bill) Poulin X Starring in film, TV & theatre roles across Canada.

56 Jasmine Ragual X AC. 2008 Jr. Champion - CNE Rising Star, 3rd Place USA World Showcase Talent.
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DESCRIPTION (AC = Arts Acclaim Award)

SEE 
OTHER 

TAB

58 Christopher Redman X AC. Performing  major film & TV roles, most recently, the soon to be released 
"Green Guys"

59 Johnny Reid X X X AC. Signed with DreamWorks, recording his first album.  Nominated and won 
several awards.

60 Simon Reynolds X Performing in film & TV within North America, UK & Australia. (SEE ALSO MEDIA & 
)

X

61 Jackie Richards X AC. Debut CD released "Got On This Train to Ride".  First single "Fall" released 
             62 Marnie Richards X X AC. Provincial awards for stage acting & producing. (SEE ALSO PRODUCTION) X

63 Peter Richards X X 1998 Arts Person of the Year Award Winner. Received Queens Jubilee for Arts and 
provincial awards. (SEE ALSO PRODUCTION)

X

64 Karen Richardson X AC.

65 George Robertson X Performing in film & TV in Canada, US, UK & Australia.

66 Tracy Rowlands-
McGinnis

X Starring in film, TV & theatre roles across Canada.

67 Jeff Salem X Jeff is a diversified musician, who has been teaching percussion for 20 years in 
Brampton at his music school "J.S. Music Studio". He is an internationally 
recognized drummer who has performed in over 70 countries.  He's involved in 
music education in many school boards performing percussion workshops and 
clinics to students of all grades.

68 Janalyn & 
Raymond

Saraza-Pacheco X AC. Winners of Calgary Salsa Congress

69 Anthony Sherwood X AC. An award-nominated actor, producer and director. He is best known for his 
roles in the television series Airwolf as Jason Locke and in Street Legal as Dillon 
Beck, a role for which he earned a 1992 Gemini Award Best Performance by an 
Actor in a Supporting Role. He also narrated the documentary television series 
Forbidden Places. Sherwood also owns a production company which specializes in 
productions emphasizing issues of social justice and Black Canadians. (SEE ALSO 
LITERARY, MEDIA & PRODUCTION)

X
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DESCRIPTION (AC = Arts Acclaim Award)

SEE 
OTHER 

TAB

70 Sherisse Springer X AC. Major motion pictures notably appearing in "Hairspray".

71 Alan Thicke X X X Actor, songwriter, and game and talk show host and notable Comedian treasure. 
He is best known for his role as Jason Seaver, the patriarch on the ABC television 
series Growing Pains.

72 Scott Thompson X X AC. Starring in major film & TV roles. Best known for characters in "Kids in the 
Hall".

73 Taylor Thorosky X AC. Chosen to join the cast of Disney's "The Music Man".  The film is set to air on 
TV during the sweeps in May 2003.

74 Terrie Turai-Gill X AC. Instructor and Mentor in the art of dance for the past 20 years, influencing 
hundreds of young lives.  Accomplishments include Peel Music Festival - Most 
Original Choreography three time recipient and Canadian National Dance 
Championships - Best Choreography two Time recipient. (SEE ALSO PRODUCTION)

X

75 Ben & Crystal Tusim X National Dance Workshops & showcase directors. (SEE ALSO PRODUCTION) X

76 Lino Varano X X Lino is an established, professional conductor and recording artist.  He has 
several of his recordings in the National Library of Canada's "permanent 
collection" as part of the National Archives of Canada records.

77 Rob Weymouth X AC. "Brass" Winner at the Edmonton National Music Festival.

78 Shane Wheeler X Musical Instruments Restoration - world renown
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